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Foreword — A Musical Journey for Peace 

This World Tour began with a question shared by Minoru Watanabe and Fumiko Green: 

“What should we do now so that the children who will live into the next generation can grow 
up in a world without war—living peacefully together, without hurting one another?” 

As the memories of war gradually recede into the distant past, we believe that we have a 
responsibility to pass those memories on to the generations that follow. Yet our purpose is not 
simply to recount the tragedies of history. We believe that remembrance must also become a 
source of hope for the future. 

At the heart of this journey is a violin that survived the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Within its 
sound live the memories of those who experienced that day, prayers for the lives that were lost, 
and a deeply human wish: 

“We must never allow such a tragedy to happen again.” 

Carrying this violin, we crossed borders—from the United States to Europe, and onward into the 
world. 

Music has the extraordinary ability to transcend differences of language, ethnicity, religion, and 
nationality. It can reach beyond the boundaries that divide us and connect one human heart with 
another. 

What we hoped to carry through this journey was therefore not only remembrance and mourning 
for the past. 

It was also a message to the next generation: 

“Let us create a peaceful future together, with our own hands.” 

We hope this album will serve not only as a record of this journey, but also as a small gift to the 
children who will inherit the future. 

Minoru Watanabe & Fumiko S. Green 

Peace Violin World Peace Prayer Performance Tour 2026 
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Introduction - Carrying History Forward 
 

The Peace Violin USA Tour was created around a simple but demanding question: how can we 
remember the horrors of war without teaching the next generation to inherit hatred? The answer 
that emerged across the American journey was not found in a single speech or institution. It 
appeared through encounters between people - musicians, families, educators, students, faith 
leaders, cultural organizations, and communities. 

At the center of the journey was the Palchikoff Hibaku Violin, an instrument that survived 
Hiroshima and continues to be played as a living witness. In the hands of young violinist Kanon 
Yasuzuka, the violin traveled through places deeply connected with American, Japanese, 
Japanese American, Holocaust, and World War II history. At each stop, history was not treated as 
something sealed in the past. It was brought into relationship with people living today. 

The USA journey also became a bridge to the European Peace Violin Tour. On April 19 at Lafayette 
College, the Hiroshima-surviving violin and a Holocaust-associated violin were brought together 
in live performance, demonstrating that distinct histories of suffering can retain their own truth 
while people choose to meet through music. 

History lives on - and it is carried to the next generations through people. 

First Kick off at Zojoji Temple  April 11 Tokyo & Planetary x-art Kick off London 
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1. San Francisco, California - April 12 

The Journey Begins With People 
Only hours after landing in San Francisco, the USA journey began not with a formal concert but 
with an intimate gathering at the residence of William and Lucille Lee. William Lee, an 
instrumental member of The Age of Culture (TAOC) project team, has devoted much of his 
cultural work to connecting generations through music, art, friendship, and human relationships. 

The gathering included Kanon Yasuzuka with the Hibaku Violin, William and Lucille Lee, John K. 
Liu, Brian Holihan, Fumiko S. Green, and friends and collaborators. This first American stop 
established a theme that would repeat throughout the tour: institutions can create opportunities, 
but it is people who make relationships real. 

The USA journey began in a home - through conversation, friendship, music and art. 

 
San Francisco, April 12, 2026 - The USA Peace Violin journey begins with an intimate gathering at the home of William and Lucille Lee, 

bringing together Kanon Yasuzuka and the Hibaku Violin with cultural leaders, friends and collaborators including John K. Liu and Brian 
Holihan. 

2. Carmel / Monterey, California - April 13-14 

Returning the Hibaku Violin to a Community 

Connected With Its Story 
 

Monterey held special meaning for the Hibaku Violin 
journey. The region is connected with the Palchikoff family 
history and is also home to a historically important 
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Japanese American community. The Monterey Peninsula Japanese American Citizens League 
(JACL), led by President Larry Oda and its members, played a central role in organizing the 
community gathering. 

 

A particularly meaningful element was the participation of 12-year-old 
Monterey violinist Katherine Lin, who joined Kanon Yasuzuka in 
performance. Katherine's family heritage also reflected the multicultural 
American story: her father is Chinese American, with family roots in 

Taiwan and mainland China. The encounter of 
two young musicians demonstrated how memory 
can move beyond nationality and become an 
invitation to friendship. 

Special appreciation is extended to President 
Larry Oda and the Monterey Peninsula JACL 
members, the Palchikoff-Drago family, and the 
Lin family for welcoming the journey and helping 
make the community event possible. 

 

Carmel - Children’s Art Beside the Pacific 
Before the Monterey event, Kanon played beside a Kids Guernica banner on the California coast. 
The image brought together two forms of testimony: a historic violin carrying memory from 
Hiroshima and children's art carrying hopes for a peaceful future. 

 

Carmel, California - April 13, 2026. Kanon Yasuzuka plays the Hibaku Violin beside a Kids Guernica 
banner on the Pacific coast, bringing together an instrument that carries the memory of Hiroshima 

and children's art expressing hopes for peace. Photos. Donald Conant 
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3. Smithsonian / Enola Gay, Virginia - April 16 

A Historic Encounter 
 

One of the most historically 
significant moments of the USA tour 
took place at the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Museum's 
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, where 
the Enola Gay is exhibited. Kanon 
Yasuzuka played the Hibaku Violin 
in the presence of the aircraft 
associated with the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima, while Rev. Dr. T. 
Kenjitsu Nakagaki offered a prayer 
for peace and reconciliation. 

Members of the Drago family were present, connecting the moment with the family of Sergei 
Palchikoff and the story later carried through the book Surviving Hiroshima. The encounter did not 
attempt to simplify history. Instead, music and prayer created a space in which objects carrying 
different parts of the same wartime history could be encountered through reflection rather than 
hostility. 

Before leaving, Kanon kindly performed 
for the museum's volunteer staff. Their 
response was especially meaningful. As 
people who help preserve and interpret 
history for the public, they recognized the 
unusual significance of what had taken 
place that day. 

 

 

 

 

Remembering history can become an act of reconciliation when people choose how 
to carry it  
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4. Haymarket, Virginia - April 16 

History Lives Through People 
After the Smithsonian visit, the journey continued to Haymarket for an intimate gathering and 
reflection at the home of John Morley, a Japanese American whose father was a World War II 
veteran and whose mother came from Kyushu, Japan. The gathering offered a personal setting in 
which the histories of two countries could be discussed through family experience. 

Two Kids Guernica banners were unfolded: one from the Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania - home of 
USA Committee Member Fumiko 'Miko' S. Green - and one from Fujinomiya, Japan - home of 
Europe/Japan Committee Member Minoru Watanabe. Children's art entered the conversation 
alongside memories of war. 

History is not carried by monuments alone. It lives through families, friendships and 
the next generation. 

 

Haymarket, Virginia — April 16, 2026. Following the Smithsonian visit, participants gathered with two Kids Guernica banners: one from the 
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania, and one from Fujinomiya, Japan. Children's expressions of peace became part of an intimate gathering 

reflecting on history, family connections, and the responsibility to carry memory forward to the next generation. 
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5. Washington, D.C. - April 17 

Remembering Japanese American Wartime History 
The following day, the Peace Violin journey visited the 
Washington Monument and the National Japanese 
American Memorial to Patriotism During World War II. The 
memorial recalls the forced removal and incarceration of 
approximately 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry 
during World War II, while also honoring Japanese 
Americans who served the United States. 

Kanon, carrying the Hibaku Violin, and Dr. Nakagaki 
paused in prayer at the memorial. The names of 
incarceration sites behind them made the history 
tangible. This stop expanded the journey's remembrance: 
after confronting Hiroshima at the Smithsonian, the tour 
also acknowledged the wartime experiences of Japanese 
American families inside the United States. 

The purpose was not to compare different forms of 
suffering. Rather, it was to recognize that war reaches 
ordinary people in many ways, and that each history deserves to be remembered with care. 

 

Kanon and Dr. Nakagaki at the Japanese American Memorial; Washington Monument. 
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6. Lafayette College / Strings of Hope - April 19 

Two Violins. Two Histories. One Stage. 
The April 19 Strings of Hope program at 
Lafayette College's Williams Center for the 
Arts became the centerpiece of the USA 
journey. It brought together, in live 
performance, violins carrying the histories of 
Hiroshima and the Holocaust. The event 
used music, film and spoken word to create 
an encounter between distinct historical 
memories without erasing their differences. 

For the Bethlehem-Japan Peace Project, this 
moment was also a realization of an idea conceived during Phase 1 on September 13, 2025. What 
began as a local peace initiative in Bethlehem grew into a collaboration capable of bringing 
historic instruments, musicians, academic leadership, cultural organizations and communities 
together. 

Lafayette College itself added another layer of meaning. 
The College is named for the Marquis de Lafayette, the 

French military leader who assisted the American 
cause during the Revolutionary War and became a 

symbol of international friendship in the founding era of 
the United States.            

     Official Strings of Hope poster -   Williams Center for the Arts, Lafayette 
College, April 19, 2026. 

The People Who Made It Possible 
Dr. Ilan Peleg, professor of Middle East geopolitics and 
Fumiko Green's former academic advisor from the 
1980s, was a key person in helping make the Lafayette 
event a reality. Dr. Stanley Walker and his wife Judith, 
the Jewish Federation of the Lehigh Valley, and Miki 
Sankary, founder of the Lehigh Valley JAJAJA group, 
were also instrumental through close coordination and 
community support. 
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Performers 
 

The musical encounter was led by cellist and producer 
Udi Bar-David, creator of Strings of Hope. Featured 
violinists included Niv Ashkenazy and Mio Imai, 
together with an international ensemble. Kanon 
Yasuzuka brought the Hiroshima Peace Violin to the 
stage, giving living voice to the memory carried by the 
instrument. 

 

 

Live performance at Strings of Hope, Lafayette College. 

The instruments carried the history. The musicians gave that history a voice. 
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7. Bethlehem Area Public Library - April 20 

When Family Memory Becomes Living 

History 
At the Bethlehem Area Public Library, Anthony 
'Tony' Drago shared the story of his family 
through Surviving Hiroshima. Miki Sankary 
moderated the conversation, allowing family 
memory, historical experience and present-day 
reflection to meet in a community setting. 

Kanon Yasuzuka performed the Hibaku Violin, adding another dimension to the story. The evening 
demonstrated how history can move from survivor experience to family memory, from a book to 
conversation, and from conversation into music. 

 

Bethlehem Area Public Library, April 20, 2026 - participants and community supporters gather with Kanon Yasuzuka and the Hibaku Violin 
after an evening of storytelling, conversation and music. 
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8. Moravian Academy - April 20 

When History Entered a Third-Grade Classroom 
The visit to Moravian Academy created one of the 
most hopeful encounters of the entire tour. The 
third-grade class included 22 young violin players. 
Their violin teacher and students performed for 
the visitors, and Kanon had the opportunity to play 
with them and share the story of the Hibaku Violin. 

For these children, Hiroshima was no longer only 
a chapter in a history book. They met a young 
musician carrying an instrument that survived the event, heard its sound, and participated 
through the same language of music. 

The children did not simply learn about 
history. They became part of its 

continuing story. 

 

Moravian Academy, Bethlehem - Kanon Yasuzuka with third-grade 
students and their violin teacher. The class included 22 young 

violin players. 
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9. Philadelphia - April 21 

The Hibaku Violin at the Birthplace of American Independence 
 

The journey then traveled to Philadelphia, a city central to 
the founding history of the United States. Kanon visited the 
Independence Hall area and brought the Hibaku Violin into 
the Liberty Bell Center, where students and visitors come 
to learn about American ideals of liberty and the nation's 
founding.  

 

 

Arriving in historic Philadelphia, Kanon Yasuzuka carries the Hibaku Violin with 
Philadelphia City Hall behind her. 

 

The meeting of the Hibaku Violin and the Liberty Bell 
created an unexpected dialogue between two historic 
objects from very different histories. One symbolizes an 
enduring American aspiration toward liberty; the other 
carries the physical memory of Hiroshima. Their proximity 
invited reflection on the responsibilities that accompany freedom, memory and peace. 

 

Liberty Bell Center - Kanon Yasuzuka 
brings the Hiroshima-surviving 

Hibaku Violin before one of 
America's most recognized symbols 

of liberty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Peace Violin USA Tour 2026  |  15 

10. New York / UN Church Center Earth Day - April 22 

From Hiroshima to a Global Community 
 

On Earth Day, April 22, the Hibaku Violin 
journey reached the UN Church Center in New 
York for an interfaith gathering organized by Dr. 
Nakagaki. The setting expanded the message 
beyond bilateral Japan-U.S. history toward a 
broader human conversation about peace, 
faith, conflict and responsibility for our shared 
planet. 

The gathering included voices shaped by 
different national and personal histories. Yuliia 
Havrylenko, a Ukrainian violinist whose life 
has crossed several countries since the 
escalation of the war in Ukraine in 2022, 
represented the continuing reality of 
displacement and conflict. Qian Chen shared 
a Chinese perspective shaped by ten years in 
the United States, including study at Columbia 
University's School of International and Public 
Affairs. The gathering also included Hiroshima memory and peace leadership.  

The gathering also included Delegation from Hiroshima, Japan.  
Hiroshima Bomb survivor, Ms. Koko Kondo from Hiroshima,  Mr. 
Nobuhiro MITSUOKA, Hiroshima Peace Ambassador , The participation 
from Japan added another bridge between Hiroshima's message of 
peace, academic and 
civic communities in 
the United States, and 
the continuing 
responsibility to carry 
remembrance 
forward. 
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11. Japan Society - April 22 

Building Bridges Between Japan and America 
The New York journey continued to Japan Society. Kanon 
and the Hibaku Violin paused beside the statement 
expressing the Rockefeller vision of strengthening 
understanding and relationships between Japan and the 
United States. 

More than eighty years after Japan and the United States 
faced one another as enemies in war, a young musician 
from Hiroshima stood within an institution devoted to 
cultural understanding between the two countries. The 
Hibaku Violin carries the memory of what can happen 
when relationships collapse into war; Japan Society 
represents the patient work of rebuilding relationships 
through culture, education, dialogue and exchange. 

Special appreciation is extended to Dr. Stanley Walker 
and Peter Tatara, Director of Film, Culture & Community 
at Japan Society, for helping make this meaningful visit 
possible. 

 

 

 

 

Institutions build bridges, but people make those bridges real. 
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12. Central Park / Strawberry Fields - April 22 

Imagine 
The final New York stop brought the Peace Violin journey into an open public space. At Strawberry 
Fields in Central Park, Kanon collaborated spontaneously with a guitarist on John Lennon's 
'Imagine.' After days of museums, memorials, universities, libraries, schools and institutions, the 
message of the violin entered the everyday life of the city. 

Kanon also stood with the Hibaku Violin beside a Kids Guernica banner, once again bringing 
together an object carrying memory from war and children's art expressing hopes for peace. 

The USA journey had begun in an intimate home in San Francisco. It now reached its closing 
American moment in a public park, where people could simply stop, listen and share a familiar 
song of peace. 

 

 

 

 

                                             Strawberry Fields, Central Park - Kanon 
Yasuzuka joins a guitarist in performing 'Imagine,' April 22, 

2026. 

 

 

 

 

The Hibaku Violin and Kids Guernica meet again in Central Park - memory from 
the past beside children's hopes for the future. 

  



Peace Violin USA Tour 2026  |  19 

Closing - History Lives On Through People 
 

Across the USA tour, the Hibaku Violin entered places associated with profoundly different parts 
of history: a private home in San Francisco, a Japanese American community in Monterey, the 
Enola Gay exhibition, the Japanese American Memorial, Lafayette College, a public library, a third-
grade classroom, the Liberty Bell, an interfaith gathering, Japan Society and Strawberry Fields. 

What connected these places was not geography. It was people. 

At every stop, individuals chose to receive the story, add their own history, and pass something 
forward. A survivor's memory became a family's story. A family's story became a book. A historic 
violin became music in the hands of a young person. Children became participants rather than 
spectators. People whose countries and communities had once been divided by war stood 
together in the present. 

Peace is not the forgetting of history. It is the choice of what we do with history after 
we remember it. 

The Hibaku Violin continues its journey not as a relic of destruction, but as a living instrument. Each time it is 
played, another generation is invited to listen - and to decide what kind of history it will create next. 

With Gratitude 
 

This journey was possible because of the commitment of many individuals, families, educators, 
musicians, cultural leaders, faith leaders and institutions. Special gratitude is extended to 
William and Lucille Lee, John K. Liu, Brian Holihan; Larry Oda and the Monterey Peninsula JACL 
community; the Palchikoff-Drago and Lin families; Rev. Dr. T. Kenjitsu Nakagaki; John Morley; Udi 
Bar-David, Niv Ashkenazy, Mio Imai and the Strings of Hope musicians; Dr. Ilan Peleg; Dr. Stanley 
and Judith Walker; Miki Sankary and Lehigh Valley JAJAJA; the Jewish Federation of the Lehigh 
Valley; Bethlehem Area Public Library; Moravian Academy educators and students; and Peter 
Tatara of Japan Society. 

Above all, gratitude goes to the young musicians who accepted the responsibility of carrying these 
stories forward through music, and to every young person who listened, asked questions, painted, 
played, and became part of the journey. 

 

 

 

Prepared by Fumiko S. Green 
USA Committee Member 
Peace Violin World Peace Prayer Performance Tour 2026  
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Afterword — A Prayer Entrusted to a Single 
Violin 
As we look back upon this journey, we are reminded that within every piece of music, every 
performance, and every encounter between people, there was a shared hope for peace. 

The Hibaku Violin entrusted to us from Hiroshima crossed the ocean to the United States and 
then continued onward to Europe, where its voice was heard in places carrying their own 
profound histories. 

**Guernica, Berlin, Auschwitz, Paris, the Vatican—**each place holds its own memories, its own 
sorrow, and its own lessons from history. 

What made this journey especially meaningful was the encounter between the Hibaku Violin of 
Hiroshima and the Violin of Hope carrying the memory of the Holocaust. Two instruments 
entrusted with different histories were able to come together and offer, through music, a shared 
prayer for peace. 

This extraordinary opportunity was made possible through the generosity and trust of those who 
preserved these invaluable instruments. 

We would especially like to offer our heartfelt thanks to Hiroshima Jogakuin, which generously 
entrusted the invaluable Peace Violin to us for this journey, and to Mr. Avshalom Weinstein of 
Violins of Hope, who provided the Holocaust Violin carrying such precious history. 

To entrust a violin to another is not simply to lend a musical instrument. 

In the case of the Hibaku Violin, we believe Hiroshima Jogakuin entrusted us with something far 
greater: the memory of Hiroshima itself, and the hope for peace carried within that memory. 

In the same way, the Holocaust Violin carries memories that must never be forgotten. When these 
two instruments were brought together, their histories were not made the same. Each retained its 
own meaning and its own truth. 

Yet through music, they were able to stand beside one another. 

And through the people who played them, listened to them, preserved their stories, and 
welcomed them into their communities, they became part of a new story — one centered not on 
hatred, but on remembrance, dialogue, reconciliation, and hope. 

We are deeply grateful to everyone who supported and cooperated with us in each country, and to 
all those who supported this project both in Japan and abroad. 

Every host opened a door. 

Every musician added a voice. 
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Every family shared a memory. 

Every community created a place for listening. 

And every young person who encountered these instruments became part of the continuing 
responsibility to carry their stories forward. 

We believe that every note played by these violins crossed borders and generations and reached 
the heart of someone who listened. 

We hope that the encounters, friendships, and prayers born through this journey will continue to 
spread across nations and generations, planting seeds of peace in the hearts of even one more 
person. 

And above all, we hope that the quiet voice of these instruments will continue to reach children 
far into the future — giving them the courage to choose peace rather than war, friendship rather 
than division, and understanding rather than hatred. 

To everyone at Hiroshima Jogakuin, to Mr. Avshalom Weinstein and Violins of Hope, and to 
every person who supported, welcomed, performed, prayed, listened, and traveled with this 
journey, we offer our deepest gratitude. 

The instruments carry history. 

But it is people who carry their message into the future. 

Minoru Watanabe & Fumiko S. Green 
Peace Violin World Peace Prayer Performance Tour 2026 

 


