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The gratification I feel in receiving this award is equalled by my
embarrassment. In my view such awards should be reserved for those who have
given service "beyond the call of duty" and that does not apply to me, What-
ever I have done has been within the call of duty and within the obligations
of my trade, I began as a reporter: I am still a reporter and I shall always
be a reporter, regardless of the trimmings of "professor" or '"Lord", And it
it is the duty of a reporter to report, without fear or favour. It is
especiadly the duty of the science~writer, with his deeper insights, to ex-~
plain the implications of what he is reporting and to challenge complacency
and neglect.

My commitment to the cause of suffering humanity which, became my duty
began in this country away back in the Great Depression when, after having
been a police court reporter and a crime reporter, with a complete exposure
to what poverty and social degradation could mean, I became a science reporter
on the Daily Herald, I ~vent to see Dr. John Orr of the Rowett Research Imstitute,
Aberdeen, to write an article on nutrition, I found an angry man., He had been
carrying out experiments on feeding the children of the unemployed on supple-
mentary milk, His work had shown that milk rations could repair the ravages of
the dole. EFut the milk was being poured down the drains to keep up the market
prices which the uncmployed could not afford. As a journalist, I became his
ally. That was the beginning of an association which has persisted all through
the years. Hc went on to carry out his famous inquiry into "Food, Health and
Income" which, with inescapable facts and figures, exposed the malnutrition of
the 1930s. Before that, people had felt sorry for the hungry, but Boyd Orr
computed compassion, He made the facts and figures and the answers abundantly
plain, He made nutrition and malnutrition a political issue which no candidate
in the 1935 election could evade and about which a reluctant government was
compelled to do an inadequate something,

We started "Committees against Malnutrition" all over the country. What
makes this occasion so gratifying by its identification is that in all this we
had the formidable support of Victor Gollancz, That was when I first got to
know him and to admire him, and lo count on him,

Out of the ferment: and fervours of The Thirties came the League of Nations

“Mixed Commission', and for the first time the "marriage of health and agriculture",

That, after the war, became the United Nations lood and Agriculture Organisation
with John Boyd Orr as its first Director-General, How rarely in history does
the pioneer and the prophet get the chance to become the executant|

\
I 1946, he borrowed my services from the sympathetic News Chronicle of
which I was then Science Editor, to become his special advisor at the F.A.0.
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Famine Conference in Washington, The world was facing a shortage of grain which
threatened the lives of 70,000,000 people. Sometimes at public meetings I have
said "Hands up all those who remember the famine of 1946"., Lots of hands

usually go up, but there was no famine in 1946, We had U.NR.2.A. doing massive
first-aid work, but that conference averted the famine, Boyd Orr brought 23
producer and consumer nations together and, with an enlightenment which has

been singularly lacking since, they agreed to self-denying ordinances and fair
shares. That was when Attlee's Government applied the bread-rationing to the
fury of the Housewives' League ~ bread-rationing which we had not had even in

the grimmest days of the war, But it was rationing to help the rest of mankind, _

John Boyd Orr made a closing speech which brought the exhausted delegates ~ .
he'd kept them sitting far into the night ~ to their feet cheering. But, as a
canny Scot, he did not trust the cheering. He said to me "Frankly what did you
think of my speech." I said "John, I've liked it better every time I have
heard it since 1932." It was not a "crack". It was a tribute to the
constancy of a man, the constancy of am idea, and an ideal,

I hopeJtoo have had that constancy and the zame sense of an inescapable
duty.

Since John Boyd Orr first involved me in U.N. work I have travelled well
over two million miles on U,N, missions to all parts of the world to see how
science and technology might better the lot of suffering mankind. This I regard
as a privilege - a grim privilege.: I can put names and faces to statistics.

I do not think in figures but in recognisable people. When you have seen a dead
baby taken from an empty breast you can never forget. You see these impersonal
columns as tragic people., You don't think of 'per capita" you think of "per
stomach" ~ and an empty stomach at that.

When I came out of the Congo in 1961, when I had gone in as a one-man
mission of inquiry for the U,N. and all its agencies, and had travelled, as neo
reporter had done, 10,000 miles inside the Congo, I came out very angry. I was
angry about the misrepresentations, about the way the papers throughout the
world had stressed -~ even created - the politics and had ignored what was
being done to salvage a broken-backed country., I had been through the famine
in Kasai. I had seen what Ure relief agencies, and the U,ll, had done to help
in that appalling example of tribal war., I wanted to get the facts quickly
before the delegates of the U.,N, General Assembly. Only one publisher was
prepared to produce it that fast - Victor Gollancz. I wrote that book in 7 days, .
four hours and twenty~-five minutes - you can write that fast if you are really
angry, and it wae rushed through the presses and to the Assembly. He also
publighed immediately afterwards my book "Common Sense about a Starving World". .
I am proud to have worked with him, not only as author-and-publisher, but in so
many causes, and I am proud to have the award that bears his name.

I am also proud, though I repeat embarrassed, to have been nominated by
the relief agencies whose work I so admire and whose efforts I have seen at
first hand all over the world,

.Their work, alas, has not diminished. The hopes, the aspirations, of those
working towards a saner world in which the combined efforts and ingenuity of.



gensible beings would reduce the growing disparity between the prosperous and

the ne?dy nations, have been frustrated by cynicism, rapacity and the crazy
economics of the present international system., Worse still we see in the

horrors of Biafra how hunger can be used as a form of genocide. I do not have

to apell out what everyone nere knows about the food aspects of that situation
and the worse that is to come. I am not going to discuss the politics, the
legalism or the question of arms, All I know is that people are being deliberately
sacrified and that we, the British people, cannot condone what is happening. I
was in Belsen after it was liberated. I heard the German people around the area
disclaiming all knowledge of what had been happening, It was not true, but it
certainly cannot be pleaded in this case. We are the bystanders. We cannot
acquit ourselves of the responsibility of accessories. I have asked that at least
we should be organising an international Calamity Force, at the ready, to move

in immediatcly the situation allowe.

Anyone who accepts a Humenity Award must protest against the inhumanity of
gsuch a flagrant outrage against humen life and human dignity.
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