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Ideas to be developedé
¾The Global Radar;

¾The World at War in 2023;

¾The SDGS Derailed;

¾STI 4 the SDGs

¾SDGs ïHuman Security Nexus

¾ Is Science Important?

¾Science Diplomacy Taxonomized; and

¾Key Messages: The Madrid Declarationé



What is on the global radar?







In 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic not only 
derailed  plans to achieve the SDGs but also 
exposed the weaknesses of national science, 
technology and innovation (STI) ecosystems 
and also demonstrated the importance of having 
an indigenous capacity in basic and applied 
health research. It demonstrated the importance 
of heeding scientific advice and, undeniably, 
underlined the importance of accurate scientific 
knowledge provided by trusted national science 
advisory mechanisms to guide political 
decisions.

Need to revisit the 2030 Agenda in the aftermath 
of the COVID-19 pandemicé



When talking 
about Science 
Advocacy/

Diplomacy!

Some argue that 
the international 
community of 
scientists has the 
responsibility to 
save the world!

But the major 
decisions affecting 
our global 
environment are 
taken by 
politicians.

Nature got it 
wrong!
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SDGs ï Human Security Nexus
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Becauseé
Science is too important 
to be left to scientists 
alone or to politicians 
alone!

Science is a vehicle par 

excellence to build bridges 

between cultures (Drenth 

2004). 



Science is humanityôs best means 

of generating knowledge!

¾Deals exclusively with arguments based on 
evidence; 

¾Results subject to independent 
confirmation by others;

Clegg et al. 2003

¾ Science is about excellence regardless of 

age, race, religion, language, sex, or 

national origin; Serageldin  2005
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What is diplomacy?
¾ Diplomacy is the art, the science, and the 

means by which nations, groups, or 
individuals conduct their affairs, in ways to 
safeguard their interests and promote their 
political, economic, cultural or scientific 
relations, while maintaining peaceful 
relationships.

¾ The word diplomacy originally came from an 
ancient Greek term which means a folded 
paper, a licence, a chart, referring to a 
document allowing someone to travel or to 
have privileges. From that term, we later had 
the Latin term diploma (a state paper, an 
official document). 

Cyber Risk GmbH, Horgen, Switzerland. 
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Science Diplomacy
GLOBAL

Science diplomacy is a process whereby scientific
collaborations among nations are used to address common
problems and to build constructive international
partnerships (Wikipedia). Science Diplomacy has become a
North-South and a South-South enterprise. Nina Federoff, 
Science and Technology Adviser to the US Secretary of 
State (2010) .

LOCAL

¾ Science advocacy is part of the science-politics 
dynamics in society. It is a tool to cultivate the interest 
of the decision-making community in real quandaries 
that face countries. In the South we talk of the national 
STI jgsaw puzzle: a national academy of sciences; A national 
STI policy é GERD; A science advisor; STI in parliament;


