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University at the cross-roads

•Emerged from a tradition of serving the 
privileged few to become an institution of mass 
education

•Participation in tertiary education since the 
1970s is on the increase world-wide

•Now: competitive achievement orientation –
repercussions???









Reproduction of inequality

• Low social mobility between generations

•Access to universities still correlates largely with 
income class

•Women gaining access to higher education but not 
proportionately to academic positions in universities

• Ethnic minority groups grossly under-represented

•Geographic inequality largely reproduced globally







Dilemmas for future directions

Elitism
• Quality measured in quantity

• Promoting meritocracy

• Shorter degree completion 

• Higher specialisation

• National introspection

• Subject-oriented teaching

redistribution
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• Making universities more inclusive 

• Providing opportunities

• International mobility

• Person-oriented learning

• Complexity of issues requires 
interdisciplinary approaches

• Broad qualitative criteria (“Third 
Mission”) 


